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Cause of Wwe Prejudice against this Penalty 
—Real Nature of te Statsiical Argument — 
Now with regard to the crime of murder, the 
case is wholly ditlerent. It ought to stand 
apart in its penalty from all other crimes.— 
And it is the annexing of the penalty of death 
to so many other crimes, that has made the 
whole difliculty. Death has been taken from 
the hand of the Divine Legislator, from the 
place he assigned to it as a penalty, and 
most wantonly, most barbarously, most indis- 
criminately applied to minor offences, in such 





One part of his ronte was through a wild 
and mountainous district; andthe bishop, be- 
ing avery humane man, and considerate of 
his cattle, made a point of quitting his car- 
riage at the foot of every hill, and walking to 
the top. On one of these occasions he had 
loitered to look at the extensive prospect, in- 
dulging ina_ reverie upon its sterile appear- 
ance, and the chage = agriculture might 
produce, and in so doing suffered his family 
and servants to be considerably in advance 
and perceiving this, he hastened to make up 
for lost time, and was stepping out with his 
best speed when a fellow leaped from behind 
a heap of stones, and, accompanying the 


wise, that the mind is filled with horror at the | flourish of a huge club with a demoniac yell 


sanguinary and oppressive nature 
codes. Hence a prejudice against the inflic- 
tion of this penalty in any case. Hence has 
it proceeded that it has become a mere threat, 
in many cases not executed. Hence the un- 
wellingness of juries to convict. Hence, too, 
the penalty of death has lost its preventive 
power agaust crime, even the crime of mur- 
der; nay, being applied to minor oilences, it 
follows naturally that murder itself would be 
committed to conceal them. Now here is the 
secret of the apparent weight of the statistical 
argument, which in reality bears not in the 


least degree against the punishment of death | 
| your purse immediately, or 1’ bate you as | losing the chance of that elegant hat and wig? 


Off with them this moment, and then you’ II | 


for murder, but only in favor of restricting that 
penalty to the crime of murder’ Nothing can 
be more idle than to array before us. statistics 
in regard to minor crimes, taken from coun- 
tries where the penal code there has been a 
great abuse of this penalty of death It has 
nothing to do with our argument. The pen- 
aity of death, you say, being abolished, crime 
has decreased. What does this mean? Is it 
anew principle in human nature developed, 
Whereby imen will sin the more, the more they 
have to sufier for it? Notat all. The solu- 
tion of the riddle is justthis. When the pen- 
alty of death was common for minor offences, 
men committed murder in the hope to conceal 
their common crimes. Now the penalty of 
death being taken away from such minor of- 
fences, such murders for the concealment of 
those offences cease, unless you take away 
the penalty of death for: murder also. This is 
the true account of the matter. Now,if, false- 
ly reasoning from this amelioration, you carry 
your repeal of the penalty of death even to 
the crime of murder, you destroy all the good 
you have effected, and bring back the whole 
evil where it was before, nay, much worse ; 
that is,inasmuch as you annex to murder no 
more dreadful consequences than to other 
crimes, a man’ will now commit murder to 
conceal his other crimes, just as before he felt 
compelled to do it for such concealment, be- 
cause those crimes themselves were punisha- 
ble with death —Rev. Geo. B. Cheever. 


AN IRISH HIGHWAYMAN. 


_ Doctor W , the Bishop of Cashel, hev- 
ing occasion tu visit Dublin, accompanied by 
his wife and daughter, determined to perfortn 
the journy by easy stage, in his own carriage, 
and with his own sleek and well-fed horses, 
instead of trusting his bones to the tender 
mercies ofan Irish post-chaise, and the un- 
broken gavrons used for drawing these crazy 
vehicles. 





of such demaned ‘ Money! 


| 





| 
| 





y!’ with a ferocity of tone 


and manner perfectly appalling, 

The bishop gave the robber al the silver 
he had loose in his pocket, hoping to satisfy 
him; but he was mistaken, for no sooner had 
the ruffian stowed it away in a capacious rent 
in his tattered garment, than, with another 


explained — | 
‘And itis with the likes of this I’ m after 
letting you off? a few paltry tenpennies? It’s 
the gould 1’ |l have, or 1’ ll spatter your brains. 
Arrah, don’t stand shivering and shaking 
there, like a Quaker in the ague, but lug out 


blue as a whetstone,’ 
His lordship most reluctantly yeilding his 
well-filled purse, saying in tremulous accent, 


round it, found some wider aperture in his ap- 
parel into which he crammed it, and giving 
/bhimself a shake to ascertain that it had fouud 
by its own gravity a place of safety, he said — 

‘And now be off with you, and thank the 
blessed saints that you leave me without a 
scratch on your skin, or the value of your little 
finger.’ 

It needed no persuasion to induce the bish- 
/op to turn his back upon the despoiler of his 
worldly goods, and having no weight to carry. 
he set off at what equestrians term‘a hard 
canter.’ Scarcely, however, had he reached 
the middle of the precipitous road, when he 
pércived his persecutor running after him. 
He endeavored to re-double his 
Alas ! what chance had he ina race with 
one whose myscles were as strong and elastic 
“ highly tempered steel. 








‘Stop you nimble-footed thief of the world!’ 
roared the robber —‘ stop, I tell you! I’ve a 
| parting word with you yet.’ 

The exhausted and defenceless clergyman, 


| whirl of his bludgeon, and an awful oath, he | finding it impossible to continue his flight, sud- 


denly came toa stand-sull. The fellow ap- 


proached, and his face, instead of its former | 


ferocity, was lit up with a whimsical roguish- 
jness of expression, as he said —‘ And it is 
likely 1’d let you off with a better coat on 
your back than my own? — and will I be after 


be quit 0’ me.’ 
The footpad quickly divested the bishop of 


‘My good fellow, there it is; don’t ill-use | his single breasted coat —lnid violent hands 


me—tI’ve given you all, pray let me de- 
part.’ : 

‘Fair and softly, if you plase; as sure as 
I’m not a good fellow, ILhaven’tdone with 
you yet. 1 must search for your note case, for 
I’ ll engage you have a few bits of paper pay- 


able at the bank; so hand it over, or you'll, 


sup sorrow to-night.’ 

It was given up; aglance at the road show- 
ed thata!! hope of assistance from his servants 
was unavailing; the carraige had disappear- 
ed, but the bishop made an instinctive move- 
ment as though anxious to escape frum fur- 
ther pillage. 

‘Wait a while or may be I shall get an- 
gry with you;— hand over your watch and 
sales, and then you may trudge.’ 

Now it happened that the Divine felt a par- 
ticular regard for his watch — not so much for 
its being of considerable value, but because it 
had been presented him by his first patron — 
and he ventured to expostulate. 

‘Surely you have taken enough; leave me 
my watch and I'll forgive you all that you 
have done.’ 

‘Who ax’d your forgiveness, you old var- 
mint ? Would you tnfle with my good na- 
jure? Don’t force me to do anything I’d be 
sorry fur — but, without any more bother, 
just. give me the watch, or by all that’s 
holy 3 

And he jerked the bludgeon from his right 
hand to his left, spat iv the horny palm of the 
former, and re-grasped the formidable weapon 
as though seriously bent on bringing it into 
operation; this action was not unheeded by 
his victim —he drew forth the golden time- 
piece, and witha heavy sigh, handed it to his 





| despoiler, who rolling the chain and seals 


upon the clerical hat and full buttoned wig — 
put them on his own person,and then insisted 
/on seeing his late apparel used instead ; and 
/ with aloud laugh ran off and acted as if his 
‘last feat had been the most meritorious of his 
‘life. 

Thankful at having escaped with unbroken 
| bones, his lordship was not long in overtaking 


| his carriage; the servants could not suppress | 


their laughter at seeing their master in such 
a Strange and motley attire; but there was in 
his face such evidence of terror and sutlering, 
that they speedily checked their risible incli- 
nations, particularly when they learnt by afew 
brief words the danger he had undergone. 

‘Mydear W !’ exclaimed his affection- 
ate wife, after listening to the account of the 
perils to which her husband had been exposed, 
‘for heaven’s sake take off that filthy jack- 
et, and throw it out of the window, you may 
put my warm cloak over your shoulder till we 
reach the next stage, and then you will be able 
to purchase some habit better suited to your 
station and calling.’ 








love,’ he replied; ‘I have lost all the money 
[ possessed ; not a single guinea is left me to 
pay our expenses to-night. My watch too, 
that I so dearly prized! Miserable man that 
lam!’ 


| 


just now — only pull off that mass of filth, ] 
implore you ; who knows what horrid conta- 


it?’ 

‘Take it off, dear papa,’ observed the 
daughter, ‘ but don’t throw it away; it may 
lead to the detection of the robber.’ 

The obnoxious garment was removed, the 





speed. 


“That is more easily said than done my| 


gion we may all catchif you persist in wearing | 


young lady was about to place it in the seat, 
when she heard a jingling noise that attracted 
her attention, and on examination, found secre- 
ted in various parts of the coat, not only the 
watch, pocket-book, purse and silver, which 
her father had been deprived, but a yellow 
canvass bag, such as is used by farmers, con- 
taining about thirty guineas. 

The surprise and joy of all parties may be 
imagined ; — they reached the inn where 
they proposed ‘stopping for the night, and as 
the portmanteaus had escaped the dangers of 
the road, the bishop was speedily able to attire 
himself canonically. Before the party had re- 
tired to rest, intelligence arrived that the high- 
'wayman had been taken after a desperate re- 
sistance — the notice of the police being at- 
tracted by the singular appearance of a man 
of his station sporting a new black coat, and 
covering his shaggy, carrotry locks with the 
well powdered and orthodox rebuke of the 
| Right Reverend Bishop ot Cashel.’ — dMumi- 
|nated Mag. 











| 

| A TRUE STORY. 

| Tt was one of the first days of spring, when 
a lady who had been watching by the sick bed 
of her mother, for some weeks, went out to 
take a little exermse And enjoy the fresh air. 
She hoped that she might hear a bird sing, or 
see some little wild flower which would speak 
to her of future hope, for her heart was heavy 
‘with anxiety and sorrow. After walking some 
distance, she came toa ropewalk. She was 
familiar with the place, and entered. At one 
end of the building, she saw a little boy turn- 
ing ad@darge wheel; she thought it too labori- 
ous work for such a child, and as she came 
near she spoke to him. ‘ Who sent you to 
this place ? she asked him, ‘ Nobody; I came 
of myself’ Does your father know you are 
here” ‘Thaveno father. ‘Are you paid for your 
labor” ‘ Yes; get ninepence aday’ ‘ What 
do you do with your money ” ‘I give it all 
to my mother. ‘Do you like this work ” 
Well enough; but if I did not I should do it 
that I might get money for my mother.’ How 
‘long do you work in the day” ‘ From nine 
‘till twelve in the morning, and from two till 
five in the afternoon.’ ‘ How old are you ” 
‘Are you never tired of turn- 
ing this great wheel”? ‘Yes sometimes.’ 
'‘And what do you do then” ‘Itake the othe 
|hand.” ‘The lady gave him a piece of money. 
‘Is this for my mother” he said, looktng 
| pleased. ‘ No; it is for yourself, she replied 
\‘ Thank you ma’am,’ the boy said, and the 
lady bade him farewell. 

She went home strengthened in her devo- 
tions to duty, and instructed, in true practical 
Christian philosophy by the words and exam- 
ple of a little child; and she said to herself, 
the next time duty seems hard to me, I wil! 
\like the little child, not complain, but ‘take 
| the other hand.’ 


'*‘Almost nine.’ 


| 


‘Never mind your watch, or any thing else | 


Asouirion oF Stavery.——Most gratifying intel- 
licence has reached us from Sweden. We recorded 
with pleasure and with hope the movement mae in 
the Diet of that country in 1841, when an address 
'to the Kine was voted, praying for the abolition of 
slavery in the island of St. Bartholomew's. We 
}now learn with high satisfaction, that hing Oscar 
|has returned an answer to this address, altogether 
| concurring in its prayer.— Anti-Slavery Reporter. 
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' moral laws, man should not; for the violation of 

The sa ga, non laws, man was punished morally’; for the vio- 

_latiot of organic laws man was punished organic- 

ally; he called for an instance where God had pun- 
BOSTON, FEBRUARY 26, 1845 | ished with death the violation of a moral law. 

— =, Mr. Trrcoms, by leave would inquire what dis- 











A SKETCH OF THE DEBATES AT THE, PoSition Mr. Pierpont would make of the ‘case of 


| . ™ S: . a. p . + om 
CONVENTION ON THE SUBJECT OF CAPI-| Annanias and Sapphira, and of the dtetyudtion of 
ia sion tiene bt ___, | thousands by the flood, &c.? Were these punished 
TAL PUNISHMENT IN THE STATE HOUSE, | for moral sins + Were they punished capitally ? He 


FEBRUARY TENTH. 





-_alludéd, also, to the victims by the cholera. 
The meeting was called to order by Cuartes, | Mr. Premrogt explained ; he had commenced by 
Span. /exempting miracles from his argument; God hath 
Hon. Rosert Rantovt was chosen President, | made a general law, from His own law, He had a 
and James Mitrcuent, Secretary. right to depart; the cases to which the gentleman 
The president remarked that the object of the | had referred were miracles, were departures from 
meeting had been stated. the general law ; he thought there were very many 
The Hall, galleries and aisles, were completely | righteous men as well as sinners destroyed by the 
filled. A deep and solemn feeling seemed to per- | Cholera! 
vade the assembly, who listened with profound in- J. N. Burrum, of Lynn, wished to call attention 
terest to the eloquent remarks of the speakers for | t©@ different point, to the expediency of the law at 
nearly three hours. ‘the présent day ; he thought it too late to go back to 
Rev. Mr. Cuarry. He was of opinion that the | Noah ; he wished for the lawsof Jesus Christ to pre- 
penalty of death did not operate as a restraint; it! vail; every man had a law within for himself; he 


was the certainty more than the severity of the pun-_ strongly urged the inexpediency of Capital Punish- 


ishment that restrained: most of the murders were ment, and its non-conformity to the law of Christ. 


committed under the influeuce of sudden passions |) WeNDeLL Puituiprs. All kinds of men were ne- 
when men disregarded all penalties. Aud as to Cessary to make a world. Some were opposed to the 
what might be termed murders of calculation, the | death penalty from motives of religion’; others from 
small chance of conviction removed the restraint. — | humanity, &e. He did not agree with his brother 
We had a perfect and more certain security of a less | Pierpont in reference to the large audience; he 
hideous character. He would have in view the | ©ared nothing for the audience ; it was God’s prerog- 
good of the offender ; he would stand upon the broad | tive to punish sin ; God had nothing to do with the 
principles of Jesus Christ, ‘Go and sin no more.’ | Constitution of the United States ; it was the part of 
Jesus Christ rebuked vindictive punishment; hang- | the law to disarm dengerous men. As to the protee- 
ing was revengeful ; our spontaneous feelings were | on afforded by the present law, Worcester had 
against it. If criminals were led to sepentance | solved the problem ; there the shout of the murderer 
by the sight of the gallows, why not hold it up be-|@md the groan of his vietm were simultaneously 
fore crimes generally? But, we had a deeper work ; | heard ! .When the erring suffer, sympathy rises to its 
we must reform the heart; our strength lies in the | flood-gates ; when murder followed execution, were 
moral condition of the people. | we longer to consider this law as a panacea? It 

Mr. Samvuet E. Covers. In his native State | Was the duty of society to restrain, but on the broad 
(N. H.,) in 1789 there were sixteen crimes punish- | creation of Almighty God the right te kill was no 
able with death, now there was but one; 700 men| Where written. He had no objection to dwell a 


were summoned in one instance to get a jury, 80 
great was the repugnance. We were charged as 
reckless innovators ; it was not so; we were pro- 
ceeding step by step. Mr. C., referred to the pas- 
sage, ‘whoso sheddeth men’s blood.’ We should en- 
tertain sympathy, not malice ; this punishment was 
at variance with our kindest feelings; would you 
have clergymen break the bread of life, and minister 


atthe baptismal font, with their hands wreaking | 


with the blood of the murderer? Could a parent, 


whole evening with the gentleman (Mr. Titcomb,) 
upon the passage in the covenant with Noah; but 
he thought, carried out, the gentleman would find it 
the most uncomfortable of all laws. We were com- 
manded to.eat every living thing; the shall was as 
imperative in this case; come up, ye advocates of 
this law and swallow this anaconda! on such diet 
they would not live long, but they ¢hould live long 
enough to swallow a specimen of each kind. He 
| considered it infinite folly in the nineteenth century, 
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CONTINUATION OF THE HANGMAN. 

We have had some encouraging intimations in 
favor of our periodical. We have had letters from 
friends saying that it must go on. The friends of 
thé abolition of Capital Punishment feel the neces- 
sity of having a paper specially devoted to their in- 
terests. We can only say that we cannot proceed 
without a very strong expression from the public.— 
The expenses of the paper are nearly fifty dollars a 
week, and we donot receive half enough to meet 
them. About three thousand have enrolled their 
names, If thesé would continue and pay in ad- 
vance, we should feel safe. We have thought of 
several plans. 

1. A monthly publication in a pamphlet form, 
which would make an elegant volume to bind at the 
close of the year. 

2. A continuation of the paper in the present 
form. 

3. A semi-monthly publication in the newspapet 
form, but somewhat larger than the present size.—_ 
The price for either form would be one dollar a year. 
The last proposal to publish once in two weeks 
has been favorably received. The following individ- 
uals have promised to take the copies opposite their 
names. 


the desks of the Members of the Senate and Asser 
bly. There was also a petition signed by J. 
Van Rensavaer and others from Albany, written | 
Dr. Honce of Princeton, New Jersey. With su 
an array against it is not at all surprising that t 
motion of Mr. O’Suttivan was lost by four votes. 
There are a few petitions now before the Legislatu 
but I fear that at present nothing can be done. 
am anxious to enter into some correspondence Wis 
you, in order to obtain any publication or general in- 
formajion on the subject. Were my pecuniary af- 
fairs as favorable as they were a few years ago, I 
would solicit an opportunity to deliver two or three 
lectures before your society. At present I could 
not unless my expences were borne. I think I have 
taken a view of the Bible argument, differing from 
any thing which I have seen, and [ think renders 
nugatory the vast parade of learning which the cler- 
gy have made on the subject. 

I am aclergyman of the Reformed Dutch Church, 


‘and by way of explanation, we are Presbyterians.— 


I have been in the ministry about thirty years. 

For further information [ would refer you to my 
friend Mr. O’Sunuivan, of New York, and the Rev. 
Dr. J. N. WyKorr, of Albany. 

In the work in which you are engaged, I shall be 
very happy to aid in any way in my power. 

Yours, Gentlemen, with respect, 





Prof. T. C. Upham, » § « } toe 8 
Rey. John Pierpont, - - - : 4 
Rev. O. A. Skinner, - - - - 5 
Rev. E. H. Chapin, - : . - 5 





MEETING BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON, 
THE JUDICIARY AT THE STATE HOUSE 
ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY EIGHTEEN. | 
We have at last obtained a hearing on Capital | 

Punishment before the above Cummittee. A crowd | 

assembled to hear, but were unable to gain admit- 

tance on account of the smallness of the room.— | 

During the meeting, however, we ventured to ask | 

for some better acéomodations which were granted. | 

The Committee were addressed iu a very able man- | 

ner by Wendell Phillips, Wm. Lloyd Garrison, Hon. | 

| Isaac Wright, and Dr. Walter Channing. We asked 
|for a second hearing, but it was not granted, the 

Committee have so many things to attend to that are 

more important than human life! The whole sub- 

ject ought in truth to have been referred to a Select 

Committee. 

Mr. Phillipps made one suggestion which we 
| think of great importance; which was that the laws 
| might be so altered that the Governor could pardon 
without the ‘advice of his council in certain cases.— 
For instance, in the case of Barrett, who was hung 








! 


JAMES MURPHEY. 
To Rosert Ranroct, Ese, 

Dr. WALTER CHANNING, 

Rev. Cuartes Spear, Boston. 


THE EDITOR SHUT OUT OF THE STATE 
PRISON AND THE COMMON JAIL! - 


It is a rather singular cireumstance, that we have 
been denied aecess to the prisoners in the Massa- 
chusetts State Prison, and also to Peter York, now 
under sentence of death in our common Jail. That 
is, we cannot have access to either, unless we pass 
through a certain ordeal, which we are unwilling to. 
In saying this, we exonorate the keepers of both 
those institutions; the Chaplain is alone to blame 
With regard to the Jail, we 
| went last week, as usual, to see Peter York, who is 
| soon to be hung, unless Executive clemency should 
‘interfere. We were told that a clergyman named 
Rev. Mr. Croswell had him under his charge, and 
‘that if we went to him, and he was willing, we 
‘could go in! We ‘immediately replied that we 
| should do no such thing; that there was a law that 

We waited on the 


in the State Prison. 


/ would allow us admittance. 
Sheritf, and he would have granted us admittance, 


‘but he said the prisoner himself preferred Mr. Cros- 


fresh from the gallows, return to the domestic circle | to follow a single line of a Hebrew proverb of doubt- 
and caress his fond child with his hands red with | ful meaning, and thirty six centuries old; the fate 
the blood of a brother, husband. father? No law of | of the gallows was written in the blue vault of 
God opposed the best feelings; there might be some- | Heaven, and however sternly the tenants of the pul- 
thing chivalric in defending our lives, but there | pit might struggle in its favor, the gallows must go 
was no such feeling in putting to death a poor old ‘down. If in Florence, in that small Catholic dutchy, 
man entirely in our power. But if we followed | they could afford to let the culprit live, could not 
out this command literally, the blood of the murder- | Massachusetts try the experiment? Massachuasejts 
er must be made to flow out as a sweet offering to| is the Normal school of the world! The world calls 
God! If courts fail to convict, lynch law must be ‘upon her to make the experiment. If Massachusetts 
the resort in obedience to this command. It was could not do it, when could Europe? God bade us 
claimed to punish the motive ; God hath drawn a do it; we must be ahead ; let this example be ad- 
veil over men’s minds ; twelve men were to judge of | ded to New England’s long roll of blessingg. Would 
the motives and sanity of the accused! There was| We continue to visit the poor, the ignorant, with ven- 
We had no right to sacrifice the | gence, when we had treated them with neglect in 
lives of others for our own good ; slaughter invites | childhood? The state owed her sons the debt 
slaughter ; he hoped to see the cross of Christ take | of education ; There were two conditions on which 
the place of the gallows; many of the murders were he would consent to this punishment ; first, when 
caused by intemperance ; Washingtonianism must | society had stretched forth its power to the utmost 
prevail — not the gallows. So great were the chan-| in educating her children ; second, when, with our 
Fayette, (for he was our Fayette, as well as 
France’s,) it could be shown that human judgment 
could not err.* 

Dr. Watter Cuannino. He was unwilling to 
disturb the feeling which pervaded the meeting ; 
we were under the arms of the Commonwealth, it 
victed criminals of the country, should we not turn | was here the laws were made ; we ought to examine 
from it with horror? If the doctrine of future pun- | the criminal code of Massachusetts and the world ; 
ishment were true, this penalty sent criminals to| let us not give up the work ; he alluded to the pro- 
hell with their sins upon them. | gress of anti-slavery feeling; but ten years since a 

Rev. Joun Pierront offered the following reso- man was mobbed for uttering sentiments which had 
lution : now been solemny put forth by a State convention ! 

Resolved, that it is the highest interest; and, there- | We should build upon the rock of ages; the law of 
fore, the duty of States, to bring therr laws, both in | love was a Divine rock. 

Mr. Garrison was called for from several parts 
He thought sufficient had been said, 


too much danger. 


ces of escape that murders of calculation were not 
If God had commanded the death of 
the murderer, why was Jacob Hodges selected, con- 


restrained. 


verted, and made an instrument of great good, so 
that thousands visited his shrine’? Were a village 


selcted as the place to execute all the eapitally con- 





principle and administration, into harmony with | 
those of God's, and, therefore; since God never in-| of the house. 
flicts Capital Punishment for a violation of any one | and moved an adjournment. 


of his moral Jaws, so neither should man. 


| See the motto at the head of our paper. 


The speaker who had preceded him, had spoken | oa 








as if the spirit of God and prophecy were upon him. A special correspondent 
From this numerous audience he was persuaded of the New York Express, written from Washington 
that Capital Punishment would be abolished. We under date of Jan. 30, says that ‘a young man by 
should endeavor to bring the laws of man into har- the name of Talbot, shot his father-in-law to-night, 
mony with the laws of God; man’s glory consisted and then beat his brains out. They have lived to- 
in his being made in the image of God, and in his| gether opposite the Navy Yard. The parties are 
he would not go back to! well known here, and there is much excitement on 


Murder in Washington. 


assimilation to that image ; 
Noah he would take God as now acting : God did the subject. The police are in search of the mur- 
not inilict Capital Punishment for the violation of derer.’ 


in Worcester in January, we remember well of call- |well. We doubt it. We have visited Mr. York, 
ing on the Governor in company with some friends | and we promised to call again. Besides, if this 
about 10 o’clock on the evening before the execution. | were the case, how could Mr. Croswell invite in any 
Though we knew he could not act without hit coun- | other clergymen? We believe the whole is a see- 


us who supposed he had a new fact. We wouk 


' this feature in our constitution altered. 





INTERESTING LETTER FROM THE REV. 


DUTCH CLERGYMAN. 


We have received the following very interesting | 
letter from a Clergyman whe is earnestly engaged 
/in removing the gallows. We know not that it was | 
‘intended for publication, but we felt that we could | 
| not withhold such an important document from oar 
'readers. It was addressed to the President of our So- 
| ciety, Rosert Ranrovt, Esq., of this city. As soon 
|as we can, we shall open a correspondence with him | 
‘and several other distinguished individuals whom 
| we havein our mind.. We hope the time may come 
| when we shall see our friend Murphey in our city, 
/and hear him speak on the great subject of the In- 
| violability of Human Life. 
. Herkimer, January 29, 1845. 
GENTLEMEN :—I saw in the last New York Ob- 

| server, that a Society of about one hundred members 
'has been formed in Boston, to promote the abolition 
of Capital Punishment. This is a subject which 
| has interested me for many years, I may say from a 
_a boy, when I saw an execution in the city of New 
| York. Ihave considered the subject long, patiently 
and carefully on Bible principles, and I have delib- 
‘erately adopted the opinion which your society 
|is desirous of promoting. I have lectured on the 
| subject in this village at the request of a Debating 
| Society, and here there is a very general opinion in 
| favor of abolition. In this State the Clergy took a 
| gtand against it when the subject was before the 
Legislature. The report of Mr. O’Suviiivan, of 
|New York, in the scriptual part of the argument, 
| was extremely defective and unfortunate. It ealled 
a number of clergymen of high standing against the 
/measure. Dr. Cuyter of Philadelphia, Drs. Pat- 
| Ton, M’Leop, and Cunever of Ni 

lished sermons and essays which 





cil, yet we felt as though we must act till the very | tarian movement. 
last moment, especially as we had one friend with | that this clergyman wants to get the soul of poor 


The truth we suppdse to be, 


York ready for Heaven before the Sheriff puts the 


suggest then whether it would not be better to have | rope round his neck, and then, as friend Rogers once 





jsaid, ‘Angels will take his hung spirit, and the 
| Doctors his hung body !’ 
| At present, we can only say that we are a very 


JAMES MURPHEY, D. D., A REFORMED fortunate Editor, that they will not have us either in 


the State Prison nor the common Jail! We mean 


‘in a few days to try the House of Correction! As 


to the Alms House, we think if we continue the 
editorial campaign, they will have to make room 
for us there, before a great while. 


MEETING IN RITCHIE HALL. 

We had another very interesting meeting in this 
place, on Thursday last. The meeting was very 
ably addressed by Messrs, Apams of Marblehead, 
James Mircue ts of Boston, WM. Loyp Garat- 
sin, and CuHartes Spear. Several resolutions 
were presented, which we published in the Hang- 
man of Feb. 12. 

We urged the importance of attending immedi- 
ately to the case of Peter York, now under sen- 
tence of death in Boston Jail. We presented the 
following resolution in relation to his case : 


Resolved, That petitions for Peter York, now uwn- 
der sentence of death in Boston Jail, be immedi- 
ately circulated throughout the State. 


It may be well to state that copies of ‘petitions 
may be had by calling at the office of the Hang- 
man, 25 Cornhill. 

The meeting adjourned till Feb. 27, to the same 
place. 


WEST CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

Last Sabbath evening we had the pleasure of de- 
livering a Lecture on Capital Punishment in this 
lace. We had a large and attentive audience. — 
We found a good interest manifested in the subject. 
We presented the usual arguments against the con- 
tinuance of the gallows. We especially recommended 
to the particular attention of the audience, the case 
of Peter York now under sentence of death in Bos 





ton jail. 
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EXECUTION OF JOIN GORDON. 
Before us lies several Provilznce papers contain- 
g accounts of the late execion, and also the pe- 
ion of John Gordon to the ¢evernor. From some 
rcumstances we should judgethat he was innocent, 
re certainly look now with geat interest to the trial 

* his brother in March, scene of the execu- 
on must have been indeed awful. It is thus de- 


cribed by an eye witness — & if 
I am here, at the place of xeeution—here in this 
terrible place, where shortl/, the life of a human 
being, a fellow man, is to bj offered up, a sacrifice 
tothe laws. I have seen hip, the unfortunate man, 
who is so soon to suffer, perhips I should say,who had 
suffered so much, and whos sufferings were so soon 
toend. Pale and hagga there is yet a look of 
composure, almost of innoemee, In his countenance. 
Some ray of hope—the hop, perhaps, whieh his re- 
g rings ; 

ge on not look like a bal man—like a murderer. 
To me he seems more theimage of a manof little 
mind, whose thoughts hav) been disturbed by a sud- 
den and to him inexplicabe accusation of crime and 
incarceration with felons and who is trying to re- 
cover himself and understand his position. Impris- 
onment has worn him dovn—perhaps softened, per- 
haps hardened his natwe—but it has worn him 
down; he is thin, pale and evidently feeble in 
body. Mental torture—the torture of guilt—may 
have made him so—but! cannot look upon him as 
a man of intellect, and capable of much mental suf- 
ferring. A kind of bashfulness mm him, [ would at- 
tribute more to lack of intellect and education than 
Itdoes not seem the reserved- 






to a sense of guilt. 
ness of the conscience-stricken murderer, 
| understand he yet protests his innocence. 


him—seems ningled with his despair. 


his trial from the! 


THE 


\i@al aid. He lived about one hour. Upon re- 
|moving his clothes, his neck bore marks of 
violence. 


Stiles, and had boasted of illicit intercourse 
with *Stiles’s wife; also, that he should get 
possession of Stiles’s property. 

These, together with many other facts 
elicited by the jury, serve to fasten upon the 
mind a painful suspicion that our village, so 
recently the theatre of a tragical scene in- 
tended to strike dread into the hearts of evil 
doers, has been disgraced by the triple crime 
yd drunkenness, adultery, and deliberate mur- 

er! 

How true is it, that ‘the way of transgres- 
sors is hard,’ that ‘the wicked are like the 
troubled sea when it cannot rest" 

Will not the slaves of appetite take warn- 
‘ing by such instances? Will not moderate 
drinkers inquire if they may not come to a 
‘like miserable end? If in'the’ stream above 
the falls of Niagara, it matters litle whether 
one mile or five miles above the cataract, un- 
less you make an effort to getout, there is no 
escape from the catastrophe. 

_ Let the young, those who are upon the 
/shore, swear eternal hate to all that can intox- 
ieate. 





The above account is eut from the ‘ Wor- 
cester County Gazette,’ published at Worces- 
ter. But there is another view to take of this 


If he| case, and another and different lesson to learn 


— his ordeal, andstill clings:to the declaration, | from the facts, from what the respected editor 


shall believe him. T attended 
time he was first brought tothe bar of the Court 
down to the rendering of the verdict by which he 
was doomed to death,—loosing hot one word of 
all the evidence—and before Heaven I assert that I 
would not, had I been a member of that jury, have 
signed that verdict, to save the severing of this right 
arm from my body ;)for in my soul I did believe him 
innocent. If to the death, he should persist in the 
avowal of having had no hand in the foul deed for 
which he suffers, | would not dare to call him still 
a murderer ; | would hold that an innocent man had 
been murdered by ‘the strong arm of the law.’ 

But here is no place for this. Iam not fit for 
reasoning now. There stands the bloody gallows, 
waiting for its victim See what evidences of prep- 
aration it aflords. Mark how the joints up there are 
fitted—how each nail has been driven home—how 
mechanically and coolly all has been arranged anc 
finished! And all for what! To killa man '!—to 
break the neck of poor John Gordon !—to stop his 
breath, and send him to his God ! 

A friend writing from Provilleace makes the fol- 
lowing remarks :-— 

The ‘morals of hanging’ were well illustrated to- 
day—a thousand or two well dressed and behaved 
Irishmen followed the executed Gordon to his grave. 
Oa his coffin were placed all the Catholic emblems 
of innocence. There is something perfectly horrid 
in the idea of taking a hearty, well man out of pris- 
on, breaking his neck, and then giving him to his 
mother and brother to bury ! 

William Sprague, brother of the murdered Amasa, 
bought on the day of execution, or the day before, 
a four or six barrelled rifle—added to pistols, bought 
at the same place a short time since. How secure 
Capital Punishment makes a man ! 


Our friend Wheeler, who has taken the deepest 
interest in the ease of Gordon, has sent usa long 
letter. We took an extract last week. We present 
now the closing part of the epistle :— 

P.S. The Hangman ought to be continued, if 


possible, and we must try to agitate in this city and 
state. I have been recently informed that one of 


the Doctors of Divinity, has said in his pulpit.—, 


‘That eiforts were making to abolish Capital 


Pouishment, and if they succeed in their exertions | 
all Hedven would weep, and none but wicked men | 
What a sentiment for a Disciple of | 


would rejoice !’ 
Jesus!!! 

We must now leave this case for the present, and 
turn to our own state,for we have now a poor fellow- 
being awating the hour of his execution. 


ANOTHER MURDER— THE MORAL 
INFLUENCE OF THE GALLOWS 


On Wednesday last, it was reported that 
the body of a man by the name of Stiles was 
found on Thomas street, supposed to have 
been frozen to death. A coroner's inquest 
was held, when the following facts were 
elicited : 

On Tuesday evening, about six o'clock, a 
man by the name of De Wolf purchased a 
pint of gin at the apothecary’s shop kept by 
C A.& E. Harrington, saying he wanted it| 
for a sick horse. De Wolf afterwards pro-| 
cured a horse and sleigh at the stable of F | 
Whipple. He was next seen at a house of! 
doubtful fame about four miles out of the vil- | 
lage, in company with Stiles, where he in-| 
quired for liqnor; and when denied, he pro- | 
duced a bottle containing gin and urgéd Stiles 
todrink. He, nothing loth, drank till he be- | 





_has pointed out. 


I was at Worcester when 
the deed was done, and conversed with the 
jurymen who were compelled to render ver- 
dict against De Wolf. One of them told me 
that there was no doubt in his mind but what 
De Woltt, the murderer, for thus he is consid- 
ered by all of the citizens of Worcester, heard 
‘the trial of Barrett, and from the evidence 
given in his case, learned how to commit the 
murder of which he is accused. I am told 
(that physicians gave in their testimony in the 
case of Barrett, that a person could be very 
easily strangled, by placing the two thumbs 
on the throat, up at the chin, and then pressing 
|hard enough to stop the breath. From the 
/marks found on the body of Stiles, it was ev- 
ident to the minds of the jury that he was 
| strangled in this way. And this deed of mur- 
|der was committed but eleven days after the 
,execution of Barrett, in the same village, and 
, within a few yards of the jail in which Bar- 
rett was killed by the command of the Law. 
His life was taken to strike a terror upon evil 
doers; it was taken, not to restore the mur- 
dered to life, but solely for the public good ; 
and yet, within eleven days after his execn- 
‘tion, the same crime is repeated for which he 
|has hung. And it was committed, too, by one 
| who had lived in Worcester for a long time; 
by one who had heard and seen all that could 
ve seen and heard in the case of Barrett and 


/had heard the evidence in the case of Barrett, 
and doubtless stood around the jail with hun- 
dreds of others, when that unhappy man was 
}executed. And yet he goes from these scenes 
jand imbues his hands in his brother's blood. 
These facts speak volumes. Come, all ye ad- 
vocates of the gallows—come lawyers, judges, 
and Curistian divines, and give in your ar- 
guments in favor of taking life for the public 
good, and place them beside these facts.— 
They will not weigh a feather They are all 
moonshine. 1 
ple of Massachusetts learn ‘to have mercy, 
and not sacrifice ”” 
S. P. Lanpvers. 


| 
| 
| CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 
| Mr. Enpitor: — It is worthy of notice, that 
the advocates of capital punishment ‘ hang all 
‘authority for the taking of life by man’ upon 
the law given to Noah, which they denominate 
the Noahic law. Whether they ‘ hang’ this 
‘authority’ until it is dead, and thus inflict cap- 
ital punishment upon their own arguments, 
‘remains to beseen. Speaking of the Noahic 
law, Mr. Colver says: ‘ And here is the point 
at which God gave that law, which was not 
originally given, and upon which I wane ati 
AUTHORITY OF TAKING OF LIFE BY MAN.’ [ 
wish it to be remembered that Mr. Colver ac- 
knowledges the Noahic law as the basis of all 
authority for the taking of life by man. That 
the advocates of capital punishment have some 
imagination, as well as others, appear evident 
from their easy method of reconciling all ap- 
parently contradictory evidence to their own 
favorite theory. It is to be noticed, also, that 


his shameful and barbarous death. De Wolf 


When will the enlightened peo- 


came drunk. De Wolf and the keeper of the _they have a summary way of disposing of the 
house then carried him out and ‘placed him arguments of others, by denominating their 
in the bottom of the sleigh. De Wolf carried | views ‘tame’ and ‘self-contradictory.’ After 
him another dram of gin and drove off. He|some remarks npon that saying, ‘ He that 
was next seen at the stable, between nine and | taketh the sword,’ &c. (which, by the way, 
ten, asking assistance to carry in his compan-| was not the saying of Christ — for Christ said, 
ion, who was helpless. A physician was sent |‘ All they’ in stead of ‘ He.) Mr. Phelps says: 
for, who_found him beyond the reach of med- |‘ auy other exposition of this passage is tame 


De Wolf had been much in the family of | will be considered hereafter. The Noahic law) ty;n, 


| 


| of the Noachic law. 


HANGMAN, 35 


and self-contradictory. How much weight; Goop News! Afteran illness of several weeks 
‘should he attached to this oracular saying of from home, our brother, J. M. Spear, the corres- 
‘one who quotes ome manufuctured scripture, | ponding editor, has just reached this city on his re- 
; . ? y This will be very gratifying news to his nu- 
a8 recorded in Gen. 9: % 6; and so far as it! merous friends, who have been somewhat doubttul 
\relates to men, it is contained in these words : | ‘ 
‘ At the hand of every man’s brother will I re- 
quire the hfe of man. Whoso sheddeth man’s | 
blood, by man shall his blood be shed : for in| 
the image of God made he man.’ Here then,)  Fyast Report or THE PRISON ASSOCIATION OF 
44 the basis of‘ all authority j for man to take | New York. Weare much obliged to our fried 
the life of his fellow, according to Mr. Colver. 1)... op ‘ue of this able R 

We tet Lt ie aad tron orien tothe wheel dos | eAac T- Hopper, for three copies 0 t is able Re- 
, . even . t. We shall t readers with some por- 
its SECOND start, and as a law which was to PO ‘© shall present our readers wi I 

continue as the standing law for mankind in “" o ‘ts contenti, before long. 
all time, and under all forms of government.’ | 


H th ly alt ti dine to. Mir. | Sheridan’s Gymnasium. We feel that we have 
ence, the only alternative, according to Mr. ; “H ; Ws 

: : /not done our duty in neglecting to call the attentivn 
C.,1is the Noahic law or no law. y 6 34 : 


| The first remark I wish to make concerning | of our readers to this excellent institution. We have 
this law is, that there is no direct proor that | found no exercise to be compared with that ob‘ain- 
this law was to be perpetual. This law was ed at Sheridan’s. He has fitted up his room in fine 
given to Noau anp uis sons; but God did | style. If persons would go there and spend an hour 
not command them to perpetuate it, nor did he each day in going through the exercises, they miyht 
inform them that it was designed for perpetual bid adieu to the physicians. To the sedentary es- 
observance. Is this total want of direct proof pecially, this institution is invaluable. We have 
in favor of the perpetuity of the law to be con- derived great benefit from it. Let every invaud 
strued into an Preumens behalf of. ats obli- rise early, get into Bates’s Chamber Shower Batn, 
gatory character in all ages? ‘This is not) |, se email ers a 
ert, aie ete ., ,and then walk to Sheridan’s before breakfast and 
God’s method of instituting perpetually bind- 6 will; hi es 
ing, positive laws. Nor can Mr. Colver per- %Pend an hour, and we will insure him such healta 
| suade himself to adopt positive laws in regard | "4 spirits as he never dreamed of before. 
to another subject, concerning which there isa | 
total want of positive proof in its behalf. In 
the same chapter in which the Noachic law is 
‘recorded is an account of the covenaut that 
/God made with Noah and his sons, that there | the game, we cannot, of course, speak decidedly of 
'should never‘ be a flood to destroy the earth.’ the merits of the work. 
| This was to be a perpeatual covenant. But) === Po-=zte —— Sar 
| how is it known, that this covenant was to be | NOTICE 
/perpetual? The truth was repeatedly and sol- STOR errenenert) Wes Gaon 
jemnly asserted by the Lord. _ | A public meeting on Capital Punishment, will be 
| But m regard to the Noahic law, there IS held in Ritchie Hall, corner of Washington street 
| no such assertion ; but on the other hand, the ‘and Temple Avenue, on Thursday evening, Feb. 
| Lord confined the law, in its delivery, to | 97, at 7 o'clock. 
| Noan HEP: GAP, PONS. _ An oN of fancy pene Wma. Loyp Garrison, WenpDeLt Puittutps, Pr. 
_blow up appearances in atter times to show | ee ay agar 
HANNING, Rev. Joun Pierpont, and otliers, are 


| 
But 
| expected to address the meeting. 


| that this law was for all time after Noah. 
| what is the legitimate inference, when no di- | 
‘rect proof exists ? | GEORGE W. BRIGGS, 

But admitting that the law is now obligatory, | EALER in School and Miscellaneous Beols, 
‘then it must be observed as God gave it to) Stationary, Sheet Music, and Periodicals. 
| Noah and his sons. Let us then ascertain the | Manufacturer of every description of Blank Bovks, 
form of the law. ‘ At the hands of every man’s and general Job Binder, No. 403 Washington stieet, 

brother will | require the life of man. Tuis | Boston. 


1s THE Law. The brother of the man mur- | Hits mmo iot Infirmary. and Botanic 
'dered, was to be responsible for the execution | Medicine Store : 


ofthe penalty of the law upon the murderer. , \ 

/' The declaration of the sixth verse is a mere in Mf Snipa apg? ay eg at 
/general statement of the same law. Now letit b sethery wee pet | Sabie: a vie hae oe 
be asked, if Mr. Colver has not inilictedeapital, “yy yp, bite en a la ta 
re gale {28 | i » ‘ atients at their 
punishment upon his own theory by hanging ..;jenee in or out of the city. 


all authority to take life upon the Noahic law. mabe: aa 
SOCIAL REFORM BOOESTORE. 


| As an instance in which some magrnaTion | 
may be employed, and the advocates of cap- HE WATER-CURE JOURNAL. and Teacher 
C4 s 4 ite 4* 4 eacne 
of Health, edited by Joel Shew, M.D. Bela 


,ital punishment say, that the fader was to be | 

- yacte © >» ¢ .Y YT pC UTIO ° ? r = ° 

|the pudge and the son the executioner. But, Marsh, No. 25 Cornhill, Boston, has for sale, Conver- 
(this is entirely gratuitous. Nothing is said | sations on some of the Old Poets, by James Lowell ; 
jabout the trial, judge, or jury. If a man in| Physiological Mysteries and Revelations in matters 


| this nation should act’on the authority of the | of vital importance to the married and unmarried of 


He will now be at his post, and 


of his recovery. 
ohr readers may expect some articles from his ave 


pen. 

















We have received from Halliburton & Dudley, 
12 State street, The Whist-player. It is a very neat 
little pamphlet. Not being much accustomed to 


| Noahiclaw, he would be found uanerne on the beth sexes, by Eugene Becklard ; Moral Physiolozy, ° 


qr a brief and plain treatise on an important subject, 
oy a Distinguished Reformer. 
For sale as above, the works of Brisbane, Godwin, 


| authority of theLaw or THE Land The truthis, 
| ae a tanta oem law in ne gun 
codes. ut Mr. Colver has attempted to fur- he’ . 
‘nish no direct proof in favor of ee Noahic one snd einer, be sys ee ~ 45 peab 
law, His first proof is drawn from ‘the pa- ie Bish Pann hasecuticn brs Cana? as 
Peet : ; : ll, ‘ é ssoce ; , d’s_ Letters 
|triarchal age.’ Tpis fact is prima facie evi- from New York: Selections from Fenelon, by Mrs. 
| dence that his argument is greatly wanting in Follen; Life of Follen; American Politician: Bible 
solid proof. Butas he makes great use of Quadrupeds; American Constitutions; the various 
‘e the patriarchal age’ in support of his theory, pysere’ < the M ater Cure ; Pictorial Bible: Dr. 
I shall examine it at fulllength. When Abram oan Pena tne Nh yet. - Phrenological 
‘and Lot separated, Lot‘ pitched his tent to- "°"** ee a ee 
“wards Sodom.’ For twelve years, Bera, the 
king of Sodom, with four others, was tributary 
‘to the king Chedorlaomer. During Lot's stay 
}in Sodem,the Sodomites rebelled,Gen.14: 4. In 
this rebellion,having taken the sword,’ the kings 
of Sodom fell in theirown ‘slim pits;’ and those Punishment of Death proved to be unlawful, in a 
| who remained alive, fled to ‘the mountains.’ Jetter to the Marquis of Northampton, by Joha Peil. 
The victors took the goods of those who had London. 1835. Price 6 cents. 
‘rebelled, and Lot among the prisoners. Sacredness of Human Life; a letter addressed to 
| Abram, having been informed of the fate of the incumbent of St. James’s, Sheffield, on Capital 
‘his kinsman, armed his trained servants, and Punishment, by Samuel Roberts. London. 1841. 
| pursued the victors ; slew the victorious king, — 6 a , Ceni : ;, 
| Chedorleomer : recovered one of the rebels, ¢ open’ eelating fo Capital Punishment, ~ 
| & : ommonwealth of Massachusetts, by Robert Ran- 
| his own kinsman, Lot, and his goods, and re- toul, Esq. 1835. Price 25 cents. 
‘turned in'triumph. This is the story in which 


| Mr. Colver refes us, for proof of the perpetuity 
) 


Works on Capital Punishment. 


For sale, as above, A Report on the Punishment of 
Death, made to the Legislature of the State of New 
York, by John L, O'Sullivan. 1841. Price 75 cen's. 

Three Discourses on Capital Punishment, by E. 
H. Chapin. 1843. Price 12 1-2 cents. F 





R. SHEW’S large work on Hydropathy, or the 

BF Water Cure; a New Edition, very much enlarged 

and revised. For sale by Bera Marsn, No. 25 Corn- 
hill. 





A London paper says that a poor woman, with an Office of the Haneman, 25 Cornhill, at 

‘infant at her breast has been committed for trial’ Beja Marsh’s Bookstore. 

from the Wallington Petty Session, for taki fag- . ins , P 
sido we uae tere Ah ms @ "S| Subscriptions received also at Geo. W. 

got, valued at three farthings. Mr. Page, of Stuken- Briggs’ Bookstore, 403 Washington Street, 


ee 


church, was the prosecutor. 


Effects of Intemperance. Dr. Gullen, a young man 
from Glasgow, of fair education and talents, was 
taken to the police station house in Moutreal, labor- 
‘ing under the effects of intoxication, and died soon 
after. He had been «lrunk for several days preced- 





ing. 


| Single numbers may be obtained at Red- 
‘ding and Co.’s, 8 State street; Hiller’s, 17 
Hanover street; Flinn’s, 460 Washinvion 
street. 

| Wanted: Several Agents to sell our 
works, to whom a liberal discount will be 
made. [See Advertisement on last page.| 
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The Hangman. 


BOSTON, MARCH 5, 1846. | 


OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE)! 


| 
| 














REPORT 


punishment of criminals. It is well understood, we 
believe, by all, that this power was delegated with 
intention that it should be exercised only in extraor- 
dinary cases, and fur good cause. 

Your Committee have lately examined carefully 
the same case, (of Thomas Barrett) on the petitions 
of sundry individuals, who are opposed to all Cap- 
ital Punishments, and who prayed for commutation 


in his case. We were constrained to: report against 


EXECUTIVE COUNCIL ON THE CASE OF | the prayer of the petitioners. 


THOMAS BARRETT. | 


It will be recollected by our readers, that great 
efforts were made in this city, for the reprieve of 
Barrett, who was hung January third. A commit- 
tee was chosen, consisting of Wendell Phillips, 
Rev. John Pierpont, Rev. J. F. Clarke, Dr. Walter 
Channing, Rev. 8. J. May, and Charles Spear — 
Two interviews were had with the Council, and 
one with the Governor on the night before the exe- 
eution, at a late hour. We felt anxious then to 
know the real motive that operated on the Governor 
and Council to prevent their granting a reprieve, 
which, by the way, was all we asked for. For we 
had strong doubts of the guilt of Barrett at the trial, 
and since his execution our doubts have been 
strengthened. At the time request was made for 
the reprieve of Barrett, we felt so anxious to know 
the whole matter, that we ventured to ask the Lieu- 
tenant Governor to give us the reasons. His reply 
was, ‘A report will be made, and that will contain 
our views on the subject.’ Two reports now lie 
before us, and though they may satisfy the Council, 
we doubt whether they will satisfy the community. 
We see no possible reason why the reprieve of Bar- 
rett could not have been granted. But we present 
the documents to our reader, and they can judge for 
themselves : . 

FIRST REPORT. 


The Committee on Pardons, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Thomas Barrett, of Lunenburg, 
in the County of Worcester, now report that it ap- 

by the copies of the records of the Court, 
that said Thomas Barrett was indicted as guilty of 
the crimes of murder and rape, by the jurors of the 
County of Worcester, on the last Monday of May 
last. The person alleged to have been murdered, 
&e., was Ruth Houghton. On the first Tuesday of 
October, by order of the Supreme Court, and regu- 
lar notice having been given, the said Thomas Bar- 
rett was tried in the said County of Worcester, and 
the jury found him guilty of the crime of murder. 
Was defsinPar PUBS RBZ athe case, that he 
dulgence that the law, so favorable to life, can af- 
ford, Still the jury on their oaths found him guilty 
of murder. To this verdict no ground of legal ob- 
jection has been taken. 

The Court, agreeable to law, pronounced the 
sentence of death against the said Thomas Bar- 
rett. And now the Governor, with the advice of 
Council, is called upon to interpose the power vest- 
ed in him by law to pardon or commute the punish- 
ment of death, ordered by law to be inflicted.— 
Your Committee have examined the petitions of 
Frederick W. Paine and others, of Worcester ; of 
Samuel] Gray and others, of Hubbardston; and the 
Jetters and arguments adr ssed to the Governor, 
by Edward Earle, Esq, aud John Milton Earle, 

Your Committee have endeavored to exam- 
ine the case, and the arguments and reasons offered 
in favor of the prayer of the petition, with all 
the care and attention which its importance justly 
demands, and they feel constrained to say that 
they perceive no circumstances of mitigation to 
justify, in their opinion, the Governor in interpos- 
ing the power of pardon or commutation, in the 
case of said Thomas Barrett. He was indicted as 
guilty of two crimes, murder and rape, either of 
which crimes is punishable by the laws of Massa- 
chusetts, with death. He was convicted of the 
erime of murder, and of course was not tried on 
the second indictment for rape. 

We do not deem it necessary for us to go into an 
argument in favor, or against, the laws of Massachu- 
setts, as to Capital Punishment or circumstantial ev- 
idence. He was legally convicted, agreeable to the 


Jaws of Massachusetts, by which we are all gov-| 


-erned. If those laws require repealing, or modifi- 
cation, it is the part of the Legislature, and not the 
Executive Department, to effectuate the repeal or 
modification. 

Therefore, after mature consideration, we can 
perceive nothing in the case of Thomas Barrett to 
authorize and justify the Governor in interposing his 
pardoning power, and do net feel authorized to 
recommend hit so to. do. 

By order of the Committee, 
JOHN REED, Chairman. 

Council Chamber, Dec. 5, 1844. 

Report accepted. 


SECOND REORT. 


The Committee on pardons, to whom was referred 
the petitions of Charles Spear and others, of E. H 


Chapin and others, Henry Chapman and others, Tho- | 


mas Jackson and others, B. B. Mussey and others, 
&c., in favor of reprieving Thomas Barrett, a con- 
vict now in prison at Worcester, under sentence of 
death — having careiully examined said petitions, 
and heard the arguments and statements of Messrs. 
Loring, Phillips, Clarke, Earle and others, a commit- 
tee in behalf of said petitions —and having duly 
eunsidered the subject, under a full sense of the re- 
sponsibility of their situation — fee] bound to report 
that the facts and statements, in this case, do not Jus- 


Barrett was indicted for the crimes of rape and 
/murder. He was found guilty, by an impartial 
‘jury, of the crime of deliberate murder, and was 
| not tried, of eourse, for the crime of rape. Death 
is the punishment inflicted by our law for either 
crime. We will not pretend to review or reply to 
the petitions and arguments of the learned gentle- 
men who appeared before us. It is sufficient to say 
that, in our deliberate opinion, the trial and convic- 
tion and sentence were in strict conformity with the 
laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and 
that we perceive no mitigating circumstances in the 
case of Barrett; but on the contrary, so far as we 
may judge from the murder and all the circum- 
stonces, his case seems to be one of extraordinary 
turpitude, and the most abandoned depravity. The 
suggestions and arguments drawn from them, that 
the murder might, or probably was committed in a 
state of partial intoxication,—th at the evidence was 
circymstantial,—that Capital Punishment should not 
be inflicted for murder, &c., we consider as not 
properly addressed to the Executive of this Com- 
monwealth. If our laws require modification, 
amendment, or repeal, the Legislature alone pos- 
sesses the power, and we trust will exercise it with 
wise and sound discretion. 

It was sugyested by one of the gentlemen who 
appeared before the Committee, that it was proba- 
ble, from reports, that since the tial and conviction 
of Barrett, he had become insane. | If such had 
been the fact, it would have been the imperative 
duty of the Sheriff of Worcester to have communt- 
cated the fact to the Executive ; but the Sheriff in 
whose custody he is, so far from giving any such in- 
formation, assures the Executive that he is now of 
sane-mind. 3 

In the discharge of a painful duty, after having 
fully and carefully examined the sutfect, your 
Committee feel constrained to decline and refuse to 
advise and recommend to the Governor to reprieve 
Thomas Barrett, now under sentence of death. 

Which is respectfully submitted by your Com- 
| mittee, JOHN REED, Chairman. 
| Council Chamber, Jan. 2, 1845. 

Report accepted. 








MEETING ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 
Another interesting meeting was held in Ritchie 


Hall. on Thursday, February 27. 
ev. H. P. STEVENS Was appurmod MNivde-—tes, 


and James Mircue tt, Secretary. 

The following resolution -was offered by the Rev. 
Mr. Stevens, which caused considerable discus- 
sion: 

Resolved, That the law of Capital Punishment is 


in direct violation of the divine command, which 
says :—‘ Recompense to no man evil for evil.’ 


The meeting wasfaddressed by Rev. Mr Lioyp, of 
| Attleboro’, in a very able manner. 

Mr. Fox made some pertinent remarks. 

Oricen BarcHeLpeR presented some reasons 
for the continuance of the gallows. 

Dr. Wacrer Cuannine alluded with great pow- 
er and force to Christ’s Sermon on the Mount. 

Mr. Fisk, of South Brookfield, spoke in favor of 
free discussion. 

Urian Rircnie related an interesting case of 
the execution of two innocent brothers, in Ireland. 

Cuarces Spear alluded to the fact that a crimi- 
nal was soon to be tried for murder in Worcester, 
and that now an individual was confined in Boston 
Jail, awaiting the hour of his execution. A strong 
appeal was made in favor of petitions for a commu- 
tation of sentence. An appeal was made to the 
audience, in reference to a continuation of the meet- 
ings. It was thought expedient to suspend them 
until the action of the Executive Committe of the 
Massachusetts Society for the Abolition of Capital 
Punishment. 


SOCIETY FOR THE ABOLITION OF CAPI- 
TAL PUNISHMENT IN PROVIDENCE. 


We are rejoiced to find that our friends in Provi- 
dence are about forming a society. We think after 
such a horrible transaction as the execution of John 
Gordon, something should be done immediatery.— 
| A more disgraceful scene we believe has never 
| happened in any age, than that of the hanging of 
| John Gordon, who simply prayed for a reprieve till 
/his brother Nicholas should be tried in March. We 
| give below an account of a meeting held in Provi- 








| dence on the subject. 


| Friend S.—A very interesting meeting was holden 
jon Tuesday evening, 18th inst., in the meéting 
house corner of Federal and Dean streets. The 
| meeting was called to order by Samuel W. Wheeler. 
| Wm. Chace was appointed Chairman, and D. R. 
| Whittemore, Secretary. Prayer was offered by 
| Elder Philleo. Elder Cheeney addressed about 
| three hundred hearers on the subject, for about three 
|quariers of an hour. He examined the Noahic 


tify us in recommending to the Governor to intefpose | covenant and Mosaic code, and especially the great 


The Governor of Massachussetts possesses the pow- 
er, by and with the advice and consent of the Coun- | 
cil, of reprieving, pardouing and commuting the 


hix power to prevent the due execution of the law. | 
} 


argument, as it is called, foonded on Gen. ix, 6, 
and showed their i tter insufficieney to sustain the 
death penalty. Purmg the evenmg a number of in- 
dividuals presented dmieresting facts of executions 


| 


‘of persons who were afterwards proved to have 


been innocent of the crimes for which they suf- 

fered death. The question proposed and accepted 

for discussion, was, ‘Is the death penalty in ac- | 
cordance with God’s law and Christ’s precepts ; and 

is it necessary for the peace, safety, and welfare of 
the community.’ Near the close of the meeting, | 
some remarks were made and resolutions offered, in 

relation to the course pursued by the Legislature on 

the petition for the reprieve of John Gordon, until 

after the fate of his brother Nicholas was decided, 

and were laid on the table. A proposition was 
made to form a Society for the Abélition of Capital 
Punishment, and laid on the table? An interesting 
letter, written and sent to the meeting by one of 
our city missionaries, was read by S. W. Wheeler 
at the opening of the meeting. The meeting ad- 
journed (at near 10 o’clock) to the Fountain Street 
Chapel, on Monday evening, 24th inst. W. 





CONTINUATION OF THE HANGMAN. 


We find it difficult to present our readers with 
any very definite plan for the continuation of the 
paper. We receive letters constantly from various 
sources, saying that a periodical devoted to the Ab- 
olition of Capital Punishment must be sustained.— 
Several plans were proposed in our last number.— 
Ist. A monthly, in the pamphlet form, which would 
make a handsome volume to bind. 2d. A semi- 
monthly, which would also be suitable for binding. 
3d. A weekly, in the present form. We have con- 
versed with several friends, and the general opinion 


THE TRUE COURSE. 


Me. Epiror:—As you have kindly stated 
that your paper ‘ is free for all to present their 
own views on the subject, of Capital Punish- 
ment, permit us to occupy a small space in 
exhibiting a few arguments of a portion of 
the opponents of Capital Punishment. And 
not desiring to travel over the path which has 
been beaten to a thoroughfare —the argu- 
ment from the Scriptures— we adduce im- 
mediately that in which a portion of your 
readers differ from some of the views main- 
tained in ‘ The Hangman,’ 

We are convinced that, as long as the law 
maintains three [ fowr—Ep.] capital offences, 
just so long will criminals escape their pun- 
ishment, and the example of such escape be 
deleterious to the community; for, while the 
law enacts this severest penalty, juries hesi- 
tate and often fail to convict, and Governors 
frequently pardon ;*no wonder is it, then, that 
murderers, when about to be hung, think 
themselves unfortunate, rather than justly 
punished, since they calculate that the chances 
for the execution of the law aresmall. Hence 
we arrive at the remedy, viz: imprisonment 
for life, and that invariable ; for the certainty 
of the less punishment is of more importance 
as an example to the community, than the 
probability, or rather improbability, of the 
greater one. 





is rather in favor of a semi-monthly, to be pub- 
lished on the first and fifteenth of each month.— 
This would give us more time to prepare for the 
publication. We feel satisfied that unless we have 
more help than we have done, we cannot sustain a 
paper at all. It would seem as though there were 
friends enough in this whole country, to sustain one 
paper devoted to the abolition of the gallows! We 
have now so many communications and facts that 
we know not what to do with them. These should 
be brought out before the public. As yet we have 
made only a beginning. We hope to hear imme- 
diately from our patrons, in respect to the continu- 
ance of the paper. 





‘Unper Sentence or Deatn.’ We believe 


who are under sentence of death has met with very 
general approbation. This catalogue has passed 


through several alterations already. Since we com- 
menced, three criminals nave veen executed! 


Thomas Barrett, at Worcester, Wm. Miller, at Troy, 
N. Y., and John Gordon, at Providence, R. I. One 
has been reprieved: Wm. F. Comings, in New 
Hampshire. Two have been lately added to ovr list. 
Pauline the Slave and Peter York now under sentence 
of death inBoston Jail. And we now have to record 
what is very unusual, the escape of a criminal con- 
demned to be hung March twenty-eighth :-— 

An Escape. The Wilkesbarre Luzerne Demo- 
crat of Wednesday says —‘ Francis Basler, convict- 
ed of murder, and under sentence of death in Wyo- 
ming county has broken jail and made his escape. 
We have understood he succeeded in sawing off the 
bars of the prison window, and left his princely lodg- 
ings early in the evening of some day last week.— 
No trace has been diseovered of him at the present 
writing. He had long hoped to procure a reprieve 
from the Executive, but upon the receipt of his 
death warrant by the sherifi, all hopes being gone, 
he resorted to this desperate attempt to save his life.’ 

We suppose the main objection against our Jist of 
those under sentence of death is that we have sym- 
pathy only for the criminal. But this is not true.— 
We do not forget the victim of the assassin. This 
objection has always been brought ayainst the re- 
form in which we are engaged. We are accused of 
a morbid sympathy, of a weak humanity. In Eng- 
land the advocates of the abolition of Capital Pun- 
ishment were called humanity mongers! We have 
only to reply if this is a weak humanity, it is the 
weakness of Dr. Jounson, of Judge Biackstone, 
of Beccaria and Montesquieu. It is the weak- 
ness of Erasmus and Sir Tuomas More; of Cuit- 
LINGSworTH and Go_psmiTH; of FraanKuin and 
Livineston ; of Rusu and Howarp; of Fox and 
Pitt ; of Wirperrorce and RomI.ty, and even of 
him, above them all,who ‘came not to destroy men’s 
lives, but to save them.’ 





Quite Consoling to the Attorneys. An attorney in 
Dublin having died exceedingly poor, a shilling 
subscription was set on foot to pay the expenses of 
his funeral. Most of the attorneys and barristers 
having subscribed, one of them having applied to 
Toler, afterwards Lord Chief Justice Norbury, ex- 
pressing the hope that he would also subscribe a 
shillng—‘ Only a shilling,’ said Toller, ‘only a 
shilling to bury an attorney? Here’s a guinea; go 
and bury one and twenty of them.’ 





The blackguard is a fellow who does not eare 
whom he offends ; a clown is a blockhead who does 
not know whom he offends ; the gentleman is a per- 
son who is cautious.nat.to affend. 





that our plan of presenting at one view the number | 


This points out to us our correct course of 
| conduct, as long as the obnoxious law exists; 
‘and that is, send in no petitions for the re- 
|prieve of any criminal, but rather exert our- 
| selves for the alteration of the law, and there- 
/by manifest a desire for the public benefit, in 
preference to sympathy for the individual who 
is to be the example for the prevention of 
crime. If we act energetically upon this doc- 
trine, it must meet the approbation of the 
Legislature. And it is not only the sole prac- 
tical method which the age is prepared for, 
[but the only way to prevent the question from 
| being merged into a sectarian one. 

Yours, &e., 
J Wee Bk 





Boston, Feb. 23, 1844. 





PROVES TOO MUCH. 


An advocate of the law of retalliation, Rev. 
C. Hudson, remarks, in a discourse before the 
Legislature, ‘that when the Saviour was put 
to death he expired between two malefactors, 
who were capitally suffering for their crimes,’ 
Therefore, he coneludes, Christ approved of 
Capital Punishment. 

But will this position bear examination? 
Let us see. What were the crimes for which 
these two persons were crucified? Were they 
murder and treason? No! They were thieves. 
But did the Saviour approve of hanging for 
theft? If so, then let us make theft a capital 
offence, and we shall have as many execu- 
tions as they did in England when it was pun- 
ishable with death. 

Such is a specimen of the arguments in 
favor of the law which demands blood for 
blood, eye for eye, &c. But we wish toask a 
few questions, and we would like to have the 
sticklers for hanging, answer them. Was not 
Christ innocently put to death? And are not 
those who crucified him called ‘ MURDER- 
ERS’ of the Holy One in Acts vii. 52? Then 
we ask, why did not Christ, instead of pray- 
ing for their forgiveness, say, ‘ Father— Hang 
them. Let thy divine law be executed ; there- 
fore let them be put to death'! It is ‘a new 
way to ‘ forgive’ by taking the life of our fellow- 
men. The prayer of our Lord on the cross for 
his murderers will always stand out in bold 
relief against the gallows. The argument of 
this advocate for blood, defeats itself. and 
shows that the Saviour so far from counte- 
nancing Capital Punishment left his dying 
testimony against so inhuman’ and barbarous 
a law. E. H. Lake. 





. A SIMILE. 


On the breast of the billow, 
The silver moon lay, 
Unroftied the mirror, 
Unbroken the ray : 
Till the zephyr’s light pinion, 
Swept over the stream, 
And broke the repose 
Of the wave and the beam. 


Like the beam on the billow, 
Love’s spirit will rest, 
Pure, peaceful and holy, 

In fond woman’s breast ; 
Till passion’s wild breathings 
Have fanned into flame, 
To illuminate her pathway, 

Or perish in shame. 





One vice is more expensive than ten vistues. 
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HANGMAN. 














gincuLaR Case. A Man insisting on being 
wng.—In conducting our periodical, we have a 
vat variety of cases brought before our notice, but 





.n insists on being hung. But such a case has 
ually happened in Connecticut. At the Supreme 
ust, a man named Bennett, who had nearly suc- 
aed in the perpetration of a murder insisted that 
should be hung. He refused the aid of counsel, 
t plead that he had murder in his heart, and ought 
justice to be hanged. It was folly to fritter away 
. crime. He quoted Scripture; said, he had ‘ got 
igion ;’ that his conversion was substantial ; that 
, former exercises were mere shams ; that it was 
portant that he should now be put out of the way 


st he should again relapse ! 
The Court differed from the prisoner, and sen 





snot very often that we find an instance where a/ 


LECTURES ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


ApvisoN Davis, of Lynn, will lecture on Capita 
Punishment, in the following places : 


] 


Worcester, Sunday, March 9. 
Leicester, Monday, . -& 
Spencer, Tuesday, * 1. 


West Brookfield, Wednesday, “ 12. 


Barre, ‘ Thursday, an 
Hubbardston, Friday, a. 
Leominster, Saturday, “ Ss. 
Fitchburg, Sunday, “« 
Lunenburg, Monday, * 
Harvard, Tuesday, °. 
Groton, Wednesday, “ 19. 
Concord, Thursday, . @&. 
Waltham, Friday, *. Bh 


Friends in the above places will make the neces- 
sary arrangements for these meetiugs. 
We hope that the friends of the cause will assist 





ced him to four years imprisonment. The pris- | friend Davis in his woik of benevolence. 


er did not think this sufficient for one of his de- | 
erits ; for he had been twenty years in the New 

ampshire penitentiary, and several years in the’ 
json at Sing Sing ! 

His head, it is said, presents a puzzle for phre- | 
Jogists. It is defective in Combativeness, and in| 
e organs appropriated to the animal propensities ; 
hile the organs of Reverence,and Conscientiousuess | 
ere extraordinarily developed. 
This case reminds us of one related to us afew days | 
nce by a lawyer in this city. A prisoner was con- 
emued to transportation. He proved that his crime | 
as capital and that he ought to have been hung! 

he court admitted his plea, but as he could not be 
satenced again, he was allowed his liberty ! 


APITAL PUNISHMENT — IMPRISONMENT | 
FOR LIFE. 


Dear Sin—I have received the first two! 
numbers of the ‘ Hangman,’ and must say that | 
ain pleased with the spirit it breathes, and | 
believe it will be the means of doing much | 
ood on the all-importaut subject which it ad- | 
ocates. Much needs to be done, for man-| 
kind have so long and so deeply drank at the | 
ountain of revenge, that they are slow to em- | 
race the true gospel principles. 
I see that you do not consider the work ac- 
omplished when hanging shall be done away 
with. In this I think you are right. ‘ Impris- 
onment for life,’ in my opinion, is but liwe| 
better than the death-penalty. And to abolish’ 


Sathe gallows is but one step in the great reform | sweetest bud. 


in legislation which the spirit of the age seems 
to demand. And in fact I must confess that I) 


have but litte faith in the utility of human | 


legislation, or in any law, but the divine law 
—the law of love and kindness—which St 
James calls the perfect law. Human laws 
may utter their thunder tones in the ears of 
men, and they will only nerve them to more 
desperate acts of violence, but the all-subdu- 


ing power of kindness is the only thing that| 


will subdue the heart and bring it into confor- 
mity with the principles of the gospel. 


He goes 
out unaided by any society, and we trust that col- 
lections will be taken up at the several meetings, to 
enable him to meet his unavoidable expenses. 


‘ The devil,’ said Latimer, ‘has more work done 
for him on one holiday thanin many working days.’ 
They that are doing nothing are in the way to do 


worse than noihing. He that spends his life in idle- 


ness aud recreation is like one who wears nothing 
but fringes, and eats nothing but spices. 


Dissolution of the Union. The Legislature of In- 
diana, at the last session, dissolved the uuion of no 
less than twenty five couples, who had found that the 
operation of taking each other for better or for worse, 
was much more of the worse than better. 


An adveitisement in a Philadelphia“ paper reads 
as follows ; ‘ Stolen —a waich worth a hundred dol- 
lars. Ifthe thief will return it, he shali be inform- 
ed, gratis, where he may steal one worth two of it, 
and nv questions asked.’ 


An old lady not a thousand miles off, was recently 
asked by a clergyman to what religious denomina- 
tion she belonged. ‘1 don’t know,’ said she, ‘and I 
don’t care auy thing about yer nomications —for my 
past, 1 hold ou to the old meeting house.’ 


Sentimental. At a party the other evening, a 
young lady held in her hand a very beautiful boyuet 
of towers. While conversing, an apparently pure 
and unsophisticated youth inadverteutiy crushed its 
The blood vividly crmsoned the 
lady’s brow, and was to all appeaiance, as quickly 
flashed back from the countenance of the luckless 
youth. Aitcran attenuated pause, he hesitatingly, 
said, ‘I trust you'll forgive me ” ‘No!’ she re- 
plied, (with considerable spirit) ‘I will not!’ ‘ An- 
gels loryive,’ was his modest response. ‘But Iam 
no angel,’ said she, and he instantly added, ‘ But 
hereatter will be, and why not qualify yourself by 
a little practice here !’ 


A Constentious Juror. ‘I remember,’ says Lord 





The God of heaven has said, ‘ vengeance is 
mine ; I will repay, saith the Lord.’ 


Eldon, ‘Mr. Justice Gould trying a case in York ; 


But men | and when he had proceeded about two hours, he 


assume this prerogative, and ‘ deal damnation | observed —‘ Here are only eleven jurymen in the 


round the land’ themselves. I have yet to 
leam how mankind came by this right. Ir 
fact all human legislation appears to me to be 
based upon the old Jewish principle, ‘ An eye 
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth;’ and the 
principle of ‘overcoming evil with good,’ has, 
as yet, hardly found an abiding place in the 
hearts of men. And is it not a little strange 
that those that make the greatest pretensions 
to religion should be the greatest sticklers for 
the galluws ? 

I never witnessed but one execution; and I 
never wish to witness another. This was a 
colored man at Ballston Springs, some ten 
years ago, for the marder of Aaron Case. They 
were friends, and drank together but a short 
time before the fatal deed was done; and 
probably the very liquor he drank with Case 
prepared him for the desperate deed. He 
grew noisy, and the landlord requested Case 
to assist him in putting the colored man out of 
the house. In doing so, Case was stabbed 
with a knife, which proved fatal. These are 
the circumstances, as near as I can recollect. 
Ihave never thought much on the subject 
before this, but I have been decidedly oppos- 
edto Capital Punishment ever since. 

The scene was appaling beyond description. 
To see a fellow-being strung up by the neck, 
and choked to death like a dog—to hear the 
low and taunting jests—the vulgar profanity 
ofthe by-standers—together with the vast 
and mixed multitude of men, women and chil- 
dren, all drenching in the rain and snow—all 
conspired to render the scene one of horror. 

Swanton Centre, Vt. E. B. R. 

P. S—You say that you never knew but 
One orthodox preacher in favor of abolishing 
the death-penalty. I am happy te say that 
there are two respectable Baptist ministers in 
this vicinity, by the names of Alva and Daniel 
Sabin—brothers—who are in favor of abolish- 


box ; where is the other!’ ‘ Please you, my Lord,’ 
said one of the jury, he is gone away about some bu- 
siness, but he has left his verdict with me !’ 


A gang of burkers has recently been tried and 
convicted at Paris for murdering persons in order to 
sell their bodies. One of the rufiians, though under 
sentence of death, plays at draughts, daily with the 
person appointed to guard him! 


A French Bull, A Paris paper states that, in 
consequence of the scenes of disorder which have 
sometimes arisen at the church during the midught 
mass, the ceremony will this year be performed at 
eight o’clock in the morning. This reminds us of a 
change once made in the meeting of a provincial club 
in Ireland, which was thus announced: ‘ Notice is 
hereby given that the quarterly meeting of this socie- 
ty will in future be held every sx weeks, and not 
every two months.as formerly.’ 


Tschech, the man who discharged a pistol at the 
King of Prussia, was executed on the 25th instant, 
but the breaking alive upon the wheel was dispensed 
with. 


Extremes. At the very moment that her Majesty 
Queen Victoria was walking ona gold embroidered 
scarlet cloth, which was spread for the royal barge 
to the royal carriage, to keep her from touching the 
earth with her royal feet, another woman — a poor 
shirtmaker—was standing before a Magistrate, 
claiming the aid of the law to force her remorseless 
employer to pay her for making a dozen shirts, at 
two pence half-penny a piece! These two women 
are both made in the image ef God, and a God of 
justice will at last judge between them. 

A Smauu Sprinkuine or Crime.— According 
to the late accounts, London contains 60,000 thieves, 
70,000 courtesans and 40,000 gamblers, to say no- 





ing the law. E. B. RB. 


thing ef the beggars, &c. 


PETITIONS FOR PETER YORK. 

We have just ordered two hundred petitions to 
be printed for Peter York, now under sentence of 
death in this city. We hope our friends in the 
country will send for them and circulate them im- 
mediately, as we expect his case will soon be pre- 
sented before the Governor and Council. And 
when we do go, it will be necessary to have a num- 
ber of petitions to sustain us in the effort to save 
him from the gallows. We published the same 
form of petition in No. 8. 





To Susscrisers. We trust that our friends will 
not let us want for the small sums due us for the 
paper. We are seriously in want of money to meet 
our immediate wants. As we have only charged 
twenty-five cents for the whole thirteen numbers, 
it must be seen that we cannot wait long for the 
payment of subscriptions. 





Tue Sussect or Capitan PunisHMent Laip 
OVER TILL THE NEXT Session OF THE LEGISLA- 
ture! We have seen our friend Wenpdewt Part- 
Lips, who says that some of the committee to whom 
was referred the above subject, informed him that 
it has been put off till another Legislature ; that 
there was not time even to make a report, This is 
what might have been expected. The whole sub- 
ject ought to have been referred to a select commit- 
tee, instead of the Committee on the Judiciary. So 
that for another year, at least, Massachusetts must 
bear the disgrace of the law of Capital Punishment. 

















LITERARY NOTICES. 


The Results of Capital Punishment, or T he Fate of 
Harry Montgomery—a Play in Four Parts. Plot, 
by E. Haris; Dialogue, by W. 8S. Hanty. We 
| have read this play with great interest. The plot is 
‘finely drawn, the scenes are thrilling, the inciden- 
tal portraitures of the human heart are exquisite. 
|The authors deserve great credit for their labor. 
|We think the friends of the Abolition of Capital | 





Punishment should encourage this novel mode of | 


bringing the gallows into disrepute. We have had | 
the keen satire of the Poet, the solemn labors of the | 
| Divine, the sober essay of the Moralist, the report | 
\of the Legislator, the debates of popular assemblies, 

;and now the drama comes in to our aid. The pub- 

lie for a time seemed disposed to doubt the utility 

of the stage altogether, buf now it is brought to bear 

on the great reforms of the day. We are rejoiced 

to see any thing that will reach the public mind. 

The play of the Reformed Drunkard seemed to lead 

the way, and now, to the surprise of all, the public 

| mind is to be aroused by the drama, to realize the 

|fol!y aud barbarity of the punishment of death. 

| We shall be glad to inform the public when the 

play is ready. 





Can Apouitionists Vore oR TAKE OFFICE 
UNDER THE Unitep States Constitution !— 
Through the kindness of our friend Wenpew PuIt- 
Lips, we have received a pamphlet bearing the 
above title. We have read it with interest. Itis a 
masterly production. It handles this great ques- 
tion in a very convincing manner 
is ably met. We think no one can read it without 
being satisfied that Abolitionists must disconnect 
themselves from the government of the United 
States, as it now stands. The author, whom we 
understand to be Wendell Phillips, has fully and 
ably exposed that false and pernicious principle 
adopted by thousands at the present day, of swear- 
ing to the Constitution, and then intending to car- 
ry out its principles as they understand it. Such a 
pamphlet as this is much needed at the present cri- 
sis. The work should be read by every American 
citizen. The time must come, if it has not already 
arrived, when the great political question of voting 
under the present form of government must be set- 
tled. And we agree with our devoted friend in the 
preface to his work, that ‘The history of our Union 
is lesson enough for every candid mind, of the fatal 
effects of every, the least, compromise with evil.— 
The experience of the fifty years passed under it, 
shows us the slaves trebling in numbers ;—slave- 
holders monopolizing the offices and dictating the 
policy of che government ;—prustituting the strength 
and influence of the nation to the support of slavery 


the free States, and making the courts of the coun- 
try their tools. To continue this disastrous alliance 
louger is madness. The trial of fifty years only 
proves that it is impossible for free and slave States | 
to unite on any terms, without all becoming part- 
ners in the guilt, and responsible for the sin of 
slavery. Why prolong the experiment? Let eve- 
ry honest man join in the outery of the American 
Anti-Slavery Society, No Union with Stavenotp- | 
ERS.’ 





Every objection | 


Documents relating to the State Prison. This 
pamphlet contains Reports from the Warden, and 
Physician, and the Chaplain of the Mass. State Pris- 
on We turn to this institution with mingled feel- 
| ings of pleasure and regret ; pleasure that the Prison 
has such an able and benevolent Warden at its head ; 
and regret that the Commonwealth will allow one of 
the most bigoted religionists of the day to be the 
Chaplain. Last winter we presented the whole mat- 
ter before the Legislature. It should be generally 
known that no Universalist can go there as a Sab- 
bath School Teacher on the same grounds that other 
sects go. Such was the case last year. We have 
never heard any thing to the contrary. There is too 
much sectarism in our prisons. Should the com- 
munity stop hanging long enough we would like to 
bring out some facts on this subject, and some others 
connected with Prisons. 








Hutchinson’s Air Tight Stove. 
generally known that the Hutchinson family have 
not only given to the world:some of the finest songs, 
but also one of the best apparatus for comfort and 
During the present 


It is not perhaps, 


convenience in the Stove line. 
winter, we procured a stove from ‘Jesse’ of Lynn. 
It is just the thing. The workmanship itself is ex- 
cellent. And in addition the inventor has given us 
also a fine oven which ‘ our better half’ finds quite 
convenient. It may be inserted at the top and re- 
moved at pleasure. We close in a word by saying 
that this stove is cheap, convenient and elegant. 





BENEFIT OF THE EDITOR. 


A meeting was held in the Rev. Hosra Batrou’s 
Church, on Sundgy evening, on the subject of Cap- 
ital Punishment. There was a very respectable au- 
dience, who listened with deep attention to the sul- 
ject of the punishment of death. 

Rev. H. P. Stevens was chosen Moderator, and 
James Mircue tz, Secretary. 
opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Srreeren, 
who afterwards made a very appropriate address on 


The meeting was 





the two great objects which had convened the audi- 


|ence; one of which was to aid the cause by raisiiig 
a sum to defray some of the expenses to which we 


have been subject, and also to consider the great 
topic of the Inviolability of Human Life. The 
meeting was also addressed by Dr. Watrer Crian- 
ning, Wm. Lioyp Garrison, and Wenodexs 
Puitiips. As our paper must go immediately to 
press, we must defer farther particulars till our next, 
when we hope to give a sketch of some of the ad- 
dresses. We thank those friends sincerely who 
have thus come to ouraid. By a few efforts of tiis 
kind, on the part of the public, we might be relieved 
from the embarrassments under which we labor.— 
We cannot express too strongly our gratitude for 
this favor. We now feel more encouraged to press 
forward in the great reform in which we are eu- 
gaged. 





GEORGE W. BRIGGS, 
EALER in School and Miscellaneous Books, 

Stationary, Sheet Music, and Periodicals. 
Mauufacturer of every description of Blank Books, 
| and general Job Binder, No. 403 Washington street, 
Boston. ‘ 
SOCIAL REFORM BOOKSTORE. 

» BELA MARSH, 

No. 25 Cornhill Boston, 


HAS FoR sate, THE WATER-CURE JOURNAL, 
and Teacher of Health, edited by Joel Shew.M. D. 
Converastions on some of the Old Poets, by James 
Lowell. 
Physiological Mysteries and Revelations in matters 
bf vital importance to the married and unmarried of 
qoth sexes, by Eugene Becklard ; Moral Physiology, 
or a brief and plain treatise on an important subject, 
oy a Distinguished Reformer. 

For sale as above, the works of Brisbane, Godwin, 
Boyle, and others, on Social Reform. The Phalanx, 
Social Reformer, and Constitution and By-Laws 
of Brook-Farm Assocation; Mrs. Child’s Letters 
from New York; Selections from Fenelon, by Mrs. 
Follen; Life of Follen; American Politician; Bible 
Quadrupeds ; American Constitutions; the various 
works on the Water Cure; Pictorial Bible; Dr. 
Alcott’s Works ; the Physiological and Phrenological 
Works of Fowler, Graham, and others. 

Works on Capital Punishment. 

For sale, as above, A Report on the Punishment of 
Death, made to the Legislature of the State of New 
York, by John L. O'Sullivan. 184]. Price 75 cents. 

Three Discourses on Capital Punishment, by E. 
H. Chapin. 1843. Price 12 1-2 cents. 

Punishment of Death proved to be unlawful, in a 


here and elsewhere ;—trampling on the rights of | letter to the Marquis of Northampton, by John Pell. 


| London. 1835. Price 6 cents. N 

Sacredness of Human Life ; a letter addressed to 
the incumbent of St. James’s, Sheffield, on Capital 
Punishment, by Samuel Roberts. London. 1841. 
Price 6 cents. 

Report relating to Capital Punishment, to the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by Robert Ran- 
toul, Esq. 1835. Price 25 cents. 

R. SHEW’S large work on Hydropathy, or the 
Water Cure; a New Euition, very much enlarged 
and revised, For sale by beta Marsn, No. 25 Corn- 


hill. 
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COME TO ME, DREAMS OF HEAVEN. 


BY MRS. HEMANS. ‘ 
Come to me, dreams of heaven ! 
My fainting spirit bear 
On your bright wings, by morning given, 
Up to celestial air 
Away. far, far away, 
From heaven by tempest riven, 
Fold me in blue, still, cloudless day, 
O blessed dreams of heaven ! 


Come but for one brief hour, 
Sweet dreams! and yet again, 
O’er burning thought and memory shower 
Your soft, effacing rain! 
Waft me where gales divine 
With dark clouds ne’er have striven, 
Where living founts forever shine — 
O blessed dreams of heaven ; 





From the Sparkling Fountain. 


THE PLEDGE. 


What! shallthe thing that reels along, 
Despis’d — condemn’d by all; 

The laughing stock of every thing — 
Shall such command thy fall? 

Because he taunts with bitter word — 
Himself upon the edge 

Of broad eternity — shall he 
Snatched from thy hand the PLepce? 


GO SIGN 


Nay, heed him not — but for thyself — 
For all who hold thee dear, 
Go, sign the Pledge — redeem thy soul, 
in manly strength appear — 
Better to brook the scoffer’s jest, 
His scathless smiles to brave — 
Better to bear all ills beside, 
Lhan fill a Drunkard’s Grave. 


STATE OF THINGS IN PROVIDENCE. 
lrienp Spear—I thought you might wish 
fo know something about the state of things 


here in connection with the late Judicial mur- | 


der of John Gordon It was reported that the 
Irishmen who worked at Sprague’s Print 
works, were on Saturday last forbidden to at- 
fend the funeral of Gordon, whose body was 
at his mother’s, near by, in Cranston; that one 
yo ng man disobeyed and went, and was dis- 
charged from work on Monday morning. Gor- 
don’s funeral was attended on Sunday; the 
procession arrived in Market street ( mostly of 
his own countrymen) at about 4 o'clock ; the 
numbers are variously stated at given points ; 
when in Market street its numbers were 1234 
and 15 carriages, On Sunday several clergy- 
men preached on Capital Punishment, for and 
against. T.T. Waterman, orthodox congrega- 
tionalist, delivered two discourses on that day 
in favor of Hanging; and had something to 
say again in the evening. Edward B. Hall’s 
discourse was decidedly against Hanging. He 
claims that he has been misrepresented, as to 
an opinion about the innocence of Gordon :— 
The matter has created some excitement; he 
has written éwo letters to the Editor of the Tran- 
seript; and the papers are sent you. The 
Iiditor thinks he ( Mr. Hall) was unwise in say- 
ig any thing on the ‘exciting topic.’ I suppose 
Ht is not unwise for orthodox clergymen to 
preach in favor of hanging!!! It is easy to 
see the position in which friend Hall is placed 
and how he feels, by the introduction to his 
jast letter. It won't do to say any thing in 
this community which may be tortured to mean 
any thing against the ‘Powers that be; this,many 
have felt seriously. We hada meeting on 
the subject of Capital Punishment on Tuesday 
evening ; about 300 present. An excellent let- 
ter was read to the meeting from W. G. Bab- 
ok, city missionary; full of words of hope 
nnd encouragement. Question for discussion ; 

is the death penalty in accordance with 
God's law and Christ's precepts; and is it 
necessary for the welfare of the community.’ 
Elder M. Cheeney delivered a most satisfac- 
tury and convincing address, on the negative 
vf the question. The Mosaic code and 
Noahic covenant were examined, and shown 
‘o contain no justifiable authority for judicial 


murder. Several others addressed the meet- 
mg. Next Monday evening we shall again 


congregate; but we barely exist as lambs 
among wolves. I trust however, that we who 
posed to Capital Punishment, will so 
conduct ourselves as to disarm all the Gallows 
focrs amongst us; and that if they will not 
wme and discuss the matter with us, that 
they will not ill treat us. 
Yours, for God and Humanity, 
Samues W. WHeEeter. 


are ¢ 


experience. 
| 





| A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT. 
| Frrenp Srear:—In answer to your in- 
|quiry in the last number of ‘ The Hangman, 
|‘ Shall the paper be continued? my answer 
‘is, emphatically; yes’ ‘ The Hangman’ must 
be continued, It is just such a paper as we 
need, and I know the friends of humanity 
will sustain it. With suitable exertions, thou- 
sands of subscribers may be obtained. Do 
not ta/i of discontinuing the paper, but go for- 
ward, speak boldly, and you will not lack sup- 
0rt. 
Iam glad to learn that an agent is soon to 
be appointed to visit different parts of the 
State, and address the people upon the sub- 
|ject of Capital Punishment. Let the commu- 
/nity be enlightened, and the old gallows, which 
‘is built upon revenge, and sustained by igno- 
rance, bigotry and prejudice, shall fall, ‘and 
all the people shall say amen!’ 

I have felt deeply interested in this cause 
‘for many years, and have written and spoken 


-——_—__ &- —-_ —- — 





teen years, have seldom, if ever, voted for an 
individual for any important office, who was 
not in favor of the abolition of the gallows. 
I trust (The Hangman’ will speak out upon 
this subject, that the friends of humanity may 
know, in future, the opinions of those who 
may solicit their votes 

I will simply state, in closing this short 
epistle, that I am opposed to capital punish- 
ments, first because government has no right 
to take life as a penalty for an offence com- 
mitted against it. If government has a right 
to destroy life, whence was it derived? 

Second. ‘The protection of society does not 
require the death penalty. This statement is 
susceptible of the clearest demonstration. 

Third. The law of Capital Punishment 
tends to screen the guilty, owing to an unwil- 
lingness on the part of jurors to convict a fel- 
low being of a capital offence. 





Fourth, The innocent are sometimes con- 
demned. 
Fifth. The law increases crime, rather 





than prevents it, by fostering the spirit of re- 
|venge, upon which the law itself 1s based — 
If security, and not revenge, is the object of 
‘the law, why not execute the manrac and the 
| adiot, who have slain their brothers ? 

But I can tell you nothing new upon this 
subject, and I close. 

In haste, 
Yours very truly, 
. P. H. S. 
Charlestown, Feb. 13, 1845. 





Civilization. A savage once said to a white man 
who reproached him with wanting the conveniences 
of society, ‘ Your whole life is spent in laboring for 
the things we have learned without.’ 


Thomsonian Infirmary, and Botanic 
Medicine Store. 
R. WILLIAM CLARK may be consulted at 
his Infirmary; Nos. 80 & 82 Carver STRELT, 
Boston. 
N. B, Dr. C. will attend on Patients at their 
residence in or out of the city. | 





BATES'’S PATENT 


Sliding:Top Chamber Shower Bath. 


THE HANGMAN. 


frequently in its favor, and during the last fif- | 

















Preparing 


MASSACHUSETTS! 
James Norton. 








President in July, 1845. 


MAINE! 
in the State Prison. 


VERMONT! 











Friday, March 28th, 1845. 


LOUISIANA! 
1846. 


TITLES OF JESUS. 
BY CHARLES SPEAR. 
Sixteenth edition, with rich steel Engravings. Price $1. 
HIS work has received high commendations 
both in this country and in Europe. We sub- 
join a few notices. 

‘It seems to me to be one of those books which 
ought to have a place in every family library, by 
the side of the Bible arid the Hymn Book” Hen- 
ry A. Mries, Lowell. 

‘The plan is good, its spirit excellent, and ina 

opular form, it presents the results of much learned 
Liber and research. 
sirable, and earnestly recommend it to all friends 
and seekers of Christian truth and scriptural knowl- 
edge.’ Cuartes W. Upnam, Salem. 


From the Inquirer, London, 


‘The author has brought together, with great dili- 
gence, all the Names and Titles which are applied 
to Christ in the Scriptures, amounting altogether to 
eighty. Each of these he explains and illustrates 
practically, conveying much useful comment in a 
popniar style, accompanied by a great variety of 





J hans Subscriber respectfully informs the public that he | 

continues to manufacture, and has for sale, the justiy | 
celebrated SLIDING-TOP SHOWER BATHS, to be 
used in the Bed Chamber before dressing. 

All orders will be immediately attended to, and they will 
be furnished in such style as may be preferred by the pur- 
chaser. The rapid sale which this Bath has had, and the 
universal approbation it has received, is a suflicieat guaranty 
of its usefulness. 

The following letters from gentlemen well known to the 
public, are offered as evidences ofits great utility and adap- 
tation to the purposes for which it is designed. 


vaivable, moral and devotional sentiment. We be- 
lieve it is as yet scarcely known at this side of the 
Atlautic, but it would probably suit the wants of 
many, and be esteemed a valuable addition to our 
valuable stock of practical divinity. We have no 
hesitation in expressing our approbation of its pre- 
vailing opinions and tendency, and our hope that it 
will meet with a welcome amongst'us.’ 


From the Bible Christian, Belfast, Ireland. 








From the Rev. John Pierpont, Pastor of Hollis st. Church, 


aston. | 


Feb 13, 1844.— Sirn— The Portable Shower Bath, manu- 
factured by you has been used by one of my family for about 
four months, and highly commends itself, as well for the | 
compactness of its operation, Ihave seen no other contri- | 
vance for the same purpose, that combines so many advan- 
tages as this, and, at the same time, involves so little ex- 
pense. 

As Thave been sor several years ‘in the daily use of the 
shower bath, with great benefit to myself, I can confidently 
recommend the ‘sliding-top bath’ of Mr Bates, to all such as 
wish to enjoy the comfort of conscions cleaniines, and the 
kindred blessings of cheerfulness and health. 

JOHN PIERPONT. 


From gentlemen who have purchased the Bath, aud used it in 
thew families. 

Feb. 8, 1844. — The undersigned, having used in our fami- 
lies Bate’s Sliding-Top Shower Bath, and being convinced 
that it is a very useful, convenient, and necessary article, 
more simple in its construction and better adapted to the 
wants of the public thanany thing beretofore introduced, and 
withal, so low in price, compared with other bathing appa- 
ratus, that we take pleasure in recommending it to all who 
are in the cleanly and healthy practice of frequent bathing ; | 
| and we feel sssured that.all who use it will unite with us in | 
| the expression of approbation, which is fully justified by our 











3. Gardiner, Boston. | John Birney, Boston. 
Phineas E. Gay, & -F. Greene, Jr., “ 
George Brown, se Sam'l S. Curtis, F 
M. M. Ballou, « Wma. Beals, « 
Wm. Dall, “ T.W. Haskins, Roxbury. 
C. Briggs, Roxbury. E. Bartlett, “ 


Apparatus for Vapor Baths, to be used with the above, | 
always for sale by L. V. BADGER, 49 Congress st. 





February 13, 1540. 


“We recommend this work to Christian families 
as a useful and interesting auxiliary to their devo- 
tional exercises. We recommend it to congrega- 
tional. libraries, as a work that will seldom be al- 
lowed to rest upon the shelves. We recommend it 
to Sunday-school teachers as one of the best\man- 
uals we know, for rational explanation, and for prac- 
tical lessons of piety and morality. And since it 
is one of the goodly fashions of the present day for 
all persons who would aspire to any degree of lit- 
erary taste, to display literary ornaments on their 
drawing-room tables, we can confidently recom- 
mend it for this purpose too. In typography, paper, 
and binding, it is beautifully got up. It contains 
fine engravings by an eminent American artist 
And if visitors have occasionally to wait a few 
minutes for the appearance of the mistress of the 
house, we do not know how they could spend’ the 
time more pleasantly, than in perusing a section of 
the “ Names and Titles of Jesus.”’ 


From the Christian Pioneer, Edinburgh. 


‘This is a very interesting work, devotional and 
practical in its character and design. No one can 
se the work without instruction and pleasure. 

‘ven in places in which an individual may see rea- 
sons to differ from ‘the writer, he must still admire 
his power of moral discrimination, and feel at one 
with his love and veneration of the character of 
Christ.’ 

This work is not in the trade, but is published 
and sold by the Author and his agents, Geo. W. 
Briggs, 403 Wash’g St. and B. Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 


I consider its circulation de- | 
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Sor Execution, 


UNDER SENTENCE CF DEATH!!! _ 


Perer York, Boston, for the murder of 
Time of execution not fixed. 


NEW YORK! Basg, the pirate. 
Blackwell's Island, New York. The time of execution is fixed by the 


Tuomas Tuorn, for murder, 
Time of execution not fixed. 


Evcene Cuirrorp, for the murder of his wife and 
child. Time of execution not fixed, 


PENNSYLVANIA! Samver Zerron, for the murder of Cuffy Todd. 


Time of execution, March 14, 1845. 


Francis Baster, Tunckhannock, Wyoming Co. To be hung on 
Escaped from Prison. 


Paving, the slave. 














Now confined in the Prison at 






Now confined at hard labor 





















Time of execution, March 28, 





Essays on the Punishment of Death. 


BY CHARLES SPEAR. 


Tenth Edition, with fine Engravings. Price 62 1-2 cts 


T HIS work is intended to present a concise and 
practical view of Capital punishment. In pre- 
parmg the work the author had access to many 
valuable foreign publications, scarcely known in 
this country, The work contains sixteen Essays; 
one chapter embodying O'CONNELL’S Speech oa 
the subject. 

The work presents a view of all the capital of- 
fences in the Union; a labor said by distinguished 
jurists never to have been accomplished before. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


‘If any man ean read these Essays, and not be 
convineed that legal killing has incited to four mur 
ders for pe ge it has prevented, he must, it 
seems to va, steeled against the force of evi- 
dence, and the fear of shedding innocent blood. 
We hope this book will be widely circulated, though 
the author, being poor, publishes his book himself, 
and goes about to sell it as he can, which will re- 
tard its dissemination. The facts here industriously 
collected—the recorded opinions of Becearia, Black- 
stone, Montesquieu, Franklin, Rush, Smoilett, La- 
fayette, Channing, Edward Livingston, O'Connell, 
&c.,—are alone worth double the cost of the vol- 
ume, To the more general reader, this work must 
be mofe interésting, than the freshest novel can be 
—so various and thrilling are its incidental portrait- 
ures of the human heart and life—of our criminal 
laws, and their hardly more criminal vietims.’—New 
York Tribune. 


‘This work contains. the clearest and most con- 
densed array of facts and arguments, on the subject 
of Capital Punishment that we ever met with. 
Portions of it are thrilling’in the extreme. We do 
not envy the head or the heart of the man, who can 
rise from its perusal without an utter abhorrence of 
this bloody relic of barbarism, and a determination 
to do his utmost to sweep it from our criminal code ; 
with or without benefit of clergy.’—Anti- Slavery 
Standard. 


‘The author seems to have eompassed the whole 
subject; and to us his arguments, figures, and facts 
strengthen.a conviction that our whole heart and 
judgment assent to, viz., that the punishment of 
death should be stricken from the statute books of 
every government whose laws are professed]y based 
upon the ethics of Christ’—Hunt’s Merchant's Mag- 
azine, N.Y. 


‘The subject is most ably treated upon by the au- 
thor, who has condensed ito a book.of about 200 
pages much valuable information of a highly inter- 
esting character.’——Bay State Democrat. 


Published and sold by the author, and by his 
agents, Bela Marsh, 25 Cornhill, and George W. 
Briggs, 304 Washington Street, where also sub- 
scriptions for the Hangmen will be received, and 
single numbers sold. 
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